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Government Leadership and Rural Community Autonomy in
Constructing New Socialist Countryside
—A Case Study of Gezhen Jiangxi Province

CHEN Hong-sheng ZHOU Yan-fei

( Department of Public Administration Jiangxi Provincial Committee Party School of CPC  Nanchang
330003 China)

Abstract: New socialist countryside construction is a major long-term cause beneficial to the rural society
based on governmental leadership and autonomy of the rural community. The study took Gezhen of Jiangxi
Province as an example and studied the relationships between the governmental leadership and the autonomy of
the rural community through the methods of questionnaires in-depth interviews and documentary research. It
concluded that the two are dialectically related and could not disappear at the same time. Then it proposed
three policy recommendations. Firstly while government should pay consistent attention to the construction of
new socialist countryside it must lay emphasis on different aspect in different stages. Secondly it is important
to enhance the farmers’ quality and initiative of participating in constructing new socialist countryside. Third—
ly it is vital to make farmers better organized. Only by fulfilling these tasks can the autonomy of rural society

be enhanced and long-term effects of new socialist countryside construction be insured.
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