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Abstract: According to the rational choice institutionalism institution means a rule that constrains an or—
ganization and its members’ behavior; institutional transition usually refers to the change and substitution of
the current institution. Rational choice institutionalism has inherited the theoretical logic of rational choice so
the two share the same typical behavior assumption which holds that the preference is stable and behavior is
the tool for the maximization of preference and is highly tactical while this tactic is subject to the restriction of
rules. The institutional transition of the rational choice institutionalism includes property right model lagged —
supply model inductive and compulsory transitional model etc. All these models offer different explanations
for the institutional transition which makes it necessary to reconstruct a common theory about institutional
transition to combine the cost — benefit analysis supply — demand analysis and equilibrium analysis clarify the
inner logic of institutional transition and identify every aspect of institution transition including the body the
beginning the conditions the process and the duration of institution transition etc. Consequently we can
recast the notion of institutional transition of the rational choice institutionalism and make it a theory with inter—
nal consistency.
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